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Summary: “Grelling’s Paradox is the paradox which results from considering 
whether heterologicality, the word-property which a designator has when and 
only when the designator does not bear the word-property it designates, is had 
by ‘heterologicality’. Although there has been some philosophical debate over 
its solution, Grelling’s Paradox is nearly uniformly treated as a variant of 
either the Liar Paradox or Russell’s Paradox, a paradox which does not 
present any philosophical challenges not already presented by the two better-
known paradoxes. The aims of this paper are, first, to offer a precise 
formulation of Grelling’s Paradox which is clearly distinguished from both the 
Liar Paradox and Russell’s Paradox; second, to offer a solution to Grelling’s 
Paradox which both resolves the paradoxical reasoning and accounts for 
unproblematic predications of heterologicality; and, third, to argue that there 
are two lessons to be drawn from Grelling’s Paradox which have not yet been 
drawn from the Liar or Russell’s Paradox. The first lesson is that it is possible 
for the semantic content of a predicate to be sensitive to the semantic context; 
i.e., it is possible for a predicate to be an indexical expression. The second 
lesson is that the semantic content of an indexical predicate, though 
unproblematic for many cases, can nevertheless be problematic in some cases. 
 
“In Section 1, Grelling’s Paradox is presented informally. After making some 
refinements, Grelling’s Paradox is then presented formally. In Section 2, the 
formal version of Grelling’s Paradox is evaluated, and several previously 
proposed solutions are discussed and argued to be inadequate. In Section 3, it 
is argued that the heterologicality predicate is an indexical expression. A 
semantics for the heterologicality predicate is given, and it is shown how this 
semantics accounts for the unproblematic predications of heterologicality, as 
well as the problematic cases, and therefore constitutes a satisfactory and 
complete solution to Grelling’s Paradox. Objections to this solution are 
addressed in Section 4. The conclusions of this paper are summarized in 
Section 5.” 
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