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arlile Pollock Patterson entered the U, 8.
Cosst Survey in 1838, at the age of 82, as Pagsed Midshirmen,
sttached to the hydrogravhic party of Lieut. T. R. Gedney in the
Brig“ﬁaﬁhingtanf which was engaged in surveying the Sea epproaches
to Wew Vork Harbor. In 1841 he joined, as 2d. Lieut., the U. .
Brig. Box0¢; on a oruise in the West Indes, and in 1845 he re-en-
red the Coast Survey when Prof. Bache was Superintendent
Puring the swmer he was engaged in the office making reductiona
off hydrogrerhic surveyg,and Soing some’supplementary surveyiﬁgkin
a chartered vessel at the eastern entrance of Long Island 8 und in
the month of October, after which he tock charge of the %cﬁﬂcner
Phoenix, loaned by the Navy Department, for hyvdrographic work in
the Gulf of Mexico, about obile Bay. From this time until June,
1849, Lieut. Patterson spent his winters on the (ulf, surveying
lobile Bay and Mississippi sound, and making tidal and current
observations, During three seasons he had the Schooner Phoenix
under his command and, during the last season, the Steamer Walker.
During.the surmer months he was engaged in re-plotting the offshore

fued

work of Lieut, Gedney on the coast of Long Island and New Jersey;

o

al,o in plotting and drawing his own work)and writing a number of

incergstlng revorts on tides, currents, hydrographlc f&%tﬂTPw of

the surveyed regions)which were all printed by Prof. Bache in his

Annuel Reports. These papers bear evidence of a high degree of

zegl and ability,and the seven  hydrographic sheetls deposited in the
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Archiveﬁ mist be classed amongst the very best of the earlier
regulis of the survey. Hence it is not surprising that Prof.
Bache should have deeply regretted the loss of the furthexr services
of Capt. Patterson to the survey as is evinced in the following
paragraph in the Report of 1850:

1Tient. Carlile P. Patterson, who has so greatly distinguished
himself in the hydrography of this section (sect.VIIT) and who has
had charge of it from the beginning, was at his own request reiieV«
ed form duty on the Coesst Survey to take charge of one of the mail
steamers on the western coast. ALl the experience he had acquired
in the survey, and thoge excellent qualities which study and
experience had nmatured, were thus lost to the wor%rhappily however,
sti11l to be used in an extended sphere for the benefit of the
country.®

In July, 1860, Capt. Patterson acsumed cormand of the Pacific
lail Steamer'Oregon" and in the Remort of 1852 we find in Appendix
49 a letter fromAas commanding Steamer “"Golden Gate", dated Benicia,
Merceh 12,1862, giving his views regarding the proper location of a
light at the entrance of San Franciscod RBay. In September, 18863,
he resigned his position as Lieut., U. 8. N. and remained on the
Pacific Coast until March, 1861, On May 6,18061, he was appointed
hydrographic Inspector by Prof, Bache, succeeding Comdr, S. S. Lee
and Lieut. Silas Bent who both resigned their commission in the’mm
Navy in April, 1881. The energetic prosecution of the war by the
government brought about very peculiar conditions in the hydro-
graphic service of the Coast Survey, Hitherto, all hydrographic

surveys had been made by Naval Officers; there always had been
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“between six and eight hydrogravhic rarties afloat and more than
twenty Naval Officers on Coast Survey duty. After the commencement
of the war, and especially after the establishment of the blockade,
nearly all these officers were recslled for active duty. In 1862,
there were but two Naval Officers lefi in the service, Lieut,

T. 8. Phelps and Comdr, B. ¥, Sands, and in 1863 and 1864 there

was but one, Lieut .Phelps with the Steamer "Corwin,' It was &t

this juneture, when the hyvdrographic service of the survey was

threatened with a total collapse- very few of the civil officers
[ e e e A

having haQAa limited experience in hydrogravhic surveys and hand-

ling of the sextanty that those qualities of Cept. Patterson whiech

Prof, Bache prized so highly- his untiring energy and devotion to

B
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the service; his eminent talent as an organizer and instructor;

his guieck conception of men's character and cspacity,— came to be
of the greatest service in effecting a complete reorganization of
of the hvdrographic part of the survey in the hands of civilians,
The first resultse were not always satisfactory, but by dint of
close watching)aad instructing and encouraging faithiful workers,

the work went on improving step by steg)until, after about six or
seven years, scarcely anything was left to be desired. Instgigmmww

of running lines of soundings at random, as was the Tormer practise,

they were run parallel at close interval;/with another system of

ginas at right angles for verification, and for very irregular

ground still additional lines until the shape of the bottom was

V,}f
perfectly develoned,— The same relations which existed between

Prof. Bache and Capt. Patlerson, those of mutual esteem and confi-
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dence, marked the intercourse between the formers successor as

Superintendent in 1867, Prof. Pierce, with this difference; that
Prof. Pierce, as long as he was in possession of his full nmental
power, had a grest many traits of character in common with Oépt.
Patterson; he was born to command, had the same zesal, energy and
guick perception; but beyond this he had a secientific turn of mind,

was fond of study, phvsical investigations and mastering the

minutest detail of the multifarions duties of his office, while
Capt., Patterson esteemed and encouraged scientists but he never

ventured into their domain; his duty was simply to command, to

-

direct other veoples labor. On the othe

=

hend, Prof, Pilexee, who
was =2 profound thinker, lacked the advantage which a militery or
nsval training gives to & man who is called upon to stand at the
head of an institution like the Coast Burvey. He did not care

to command)nor to be troubled with the drudgery of the survey)and
transferred most of his anthority to sub-chiefs. Under his ad-
ministration, Capt. Patterson was, in all that concerned hydrog-
raphv, the real superintendent in all but &z nare. 79Another matter

T
to which he gave his early attention was the construction of sea-
going steamers which were expressly designed for the pﬁrpose of
their employrent in the survey; the Hagsler, Gedney, Bache and
Blake, whiek aliﬁhave done such efficient work on both sides of
the oontinent, were al%,planned by him,and mostly vuilt under his

watchiful supervigion, To him also ig due the inception and the

publication of several volumes of the Coast Pilot, which embodies

e description of the coast, sailing directions, and the results
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of experience gathered in the survey which do not arnnpear unohnthe

¥

occunations on his hands, he found time Tor the perforuance of a

chatts and have been found very useful, With all these various
miltitude of offices whicﬁ here can only be hinted at, such &as
furnishing informatioﬁ%, sitting @on several boards for the improv-
ment of harbors, swek as Portland and Wwashington, making surveys
of +he Delawere Breakwater and the Potomac near Weshingtori.
Amongst these occupations, his plans for the improvement of the
Harhor of Washington, embodied in a special report, bearing evi-
dence of a close study by 2 masterly mind, deserves,rather more
than sny thing else, special mention for the reason that i%‘can~
stituted the basis for the plan of improvement since successfully
cerried ont by the General Government, at the cost of several
miil*ors of dollars.:?DSoon after the close of the war a question

loomed up which wes destined to give a great deal of..concern to
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Cevnt. Patterson, viz;~ The re-erployment of naval officers for
Coast Survey dutby. gapt. Patterson was not one of those who

velieved Naval Officers gncapable to make as good surveys as clvil-

ians, besides there alwpyé“aexisted a feeling of brotherhood
petween Capt. Patterson and the Navy Offloers}(a%wgub@@quently
feelingly wex% stated by Comdr, Chester at a meeting of Assistants
and employees in menoriam of gapt. Patterson) and he also was not

indifferent to the great saving which, in the way of salaries,

pay and rations of officers and men by the Navy Department,

be effected: but he hesitated a long time and delayed the
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sinstatement for several years from motives of sympathy with
those Assistents who had left other branches of the survey, and
become proficient hvdrographic surveyors, tapt., Patterson dis-
nlaved his customary tact and wisdom in the manner in which the
transfer of the nydrograrhy to the Navy wag effected. After
gelecting,with his keen scrutinyjamongst the numerous srplicants,
one officer at t%g;tiﬁﬂJand the one that gave the best promise of
efficient work, he was not, as in anti-bellum days, at once put
at the head of a perty, but put through & gysten of drilling and
practice and only put in cherge of =a party after successfully
passing the tests and a’ter work had been found for the displaced
Assistant, equally remunerative and congenial as that 1@ft@k In
this way the whole hydrographic work, excepting some minor inland
boat woPk, was transferved to the wevy,without a jar occuring, in

[

a few years, and it is no digparagerent to the credit of the civil

{“,‘\

sasistant

e}

s to state that the same progress and improvement in-hydro-
graphic surveying has been steadiily going on since about 1875, or
the time the Navy Officers took it in hand, vhieh was inaugursted
in 1861, and that the woIk at preseﬁt turned in by Naval Officers

A
ip superior to that of clvilians twenty vears ago.
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When, on FPeorusry 17, 1874, after the voluntary resigination of

w»

Prof., Pierce, Captain Patterson became Superintendent, everybody
about the survey knew instinctively that he was to be 2 real Super-
intendent. He st once set to work to introduce goune reforms
whieh he deemed absolutely necessary in order to maintain the high
standard of excellence which always had been the aim of the Survey.
In Hasslers' and Baches! times there were no higher technological
gehools in this country where ascholars could be pﬁoyerly prepared
for geodetic surveying,and the funerintendents had to make the best
ghift they could. Wany of the oider assistants had received an
education such as common schools afford, and could not compete,

in stock of knowledge, with a college praduate, One of the first
innovations of Capt. Patterson was the condition to admit none but.
eollege gradustes to tTe nositions of aids in the Burvey. He,also,
time and agsin, wenit carefully and scrupulously over the paymrélls
of the whole office force, as well as fileld force, and conscien-
tiously weighed the service of each individualjand whenever he
discovered an obvious discrevancy between service rendered and
compensation, he did not hesitate to apply the pruning knife with

effect, by either dismissal or reduction of salary,. 0n the other

)
hand, whenever he found a man who did his dutv conscientiously and

well, he encouraged him in every possible wey by increasing his




pay, securing him profiteble employvient by outside parties,&c.
In 21l these metters he was gulded by a sense of duty and, being
of a selfreliant nature, he did not consult nor teke any body
elges advi@e;zp The nhysicel condition of the Imen in the survey
was o matter which gave Supt. Fatterson scarcely less concern than
their mental caliber; he realized the deleterious effect of the
nardships of the survey upon the mens health andydr&a@img to have
the survey converted into a hospital, he woulé ﬁoi sppoint any man
to & vogition in the survey until he hed satisfactory evidence of
phyveical soundness,

| Although the accession to the Superintendency necessitated
the apvointment of a new hydrographic Insp@ctor,-ﬁr. Patterson
xept up hic predilection for hydrograph%7and wratehed with keen
interest the developnent of the various new deviges for sounding
Turposes whic?;about thie tinme nade their appesrance and, in kKeep-
ing with his cﬁaraeteristio gquickness in having meritorious
inventions introduced in the survey, the English Steamer "Chal-
lenger" had not proceeded far on its geientific @xpedition.(lBVS
to 1878), when the Steemer Blake, a mich smaller but equally effic-
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ient craft, with an outfit 1o

fod
0

t svproved sounding apparatus,

was, in 1874, under Lieut. Comdr. Sigsbee, actively employed in the

exploration of the Gulf of Mexico,. This exploretion, which it

took four vears to complete, together with the subsequent explora-

tion of the Carribean Sea and Gulﬁ%tfeam by Comdr. Bartlett in 18Y8
/
to 1882, will forever live in Physical Geography as some of the
14 &

proudest achieverents of the Coast Survey, and for this credit is




work

in firs t order due to the indomitable energy and sagacity of
Sunt. Patiersan.

One of the peculiarities of Supt. Patterson wes that he would
not read any.books; all books that were received by him, ineclud-
ing those é?%énd@d as a pversonal present by suthors and publishers
were sent uﬁopened to the library. In fact, he had no time to
read books:; he read and studied men, Vhenever he wanted special
information upon any subvject, he knew just to whom to epnly for
it and his grasping mind enabled him to gel all he desired in =
short rannhing conversation, If the information was not reasdvy at
hand, it wes made the subject of a special study and report.

This cepacity for work and the rapidity with which he transacied
business about this time was simply marvelous; his dec ons were
aslwavs prompt and mérﬁei by sound judgerent. I remember that
then, as at precent, the cuestion of the number of soundings to
be given on a chart was often discussed, pro and con, when Supt.
Patterson struck the right key by saying,-'I godt care how many
soundings you put on a chart, provided vou find them all necessary
to show 8ll the features of the survey",

The new 1life which Supt. Patterson infused into the survey
goon nade itseld felt in every branch of the work;, from the field
and the office, better results were obtaimed)and a creater uhOUﬂtgﬁ
wes turned in than ever before, but in thisc matter of keeping his
forces profitably emnloyed, he experienced towards his latter days

a great deal of vexation and disappointment, Congress would

ap piate money for the pay of ithe field force, but insufficient

FS. - - — - . e e -




¢.P.P. 10,

guns for fisld expensesjan%r,l do not think the Supt. derived mach
cormfort from the Seoretary,(ﬁon. John Sherman) to whom he complain-

-

ed about this matter, when he wag to%fynot to give hinself too
mich concern about this nmatter if Congress saw it to act in this
WaY .

It should be oonsid@ﬁad that seven hours active brain work
a day, and day after day, year after year, uninterrurted by any
chenge or vacation, would be about as much as any human ﬂatur@
éould endure, but Supt. Pattersons devotion to the S@rvica]and
his extrene sensitiveness in regard to the weight of responsibility
resting on his shoulders, did not recognize any such remtrlétlon,
not only would he sit in the office for nearly two hours each day
until neerly six o'clock when everybody else, except perhaps Prof.
Hilgard, had gone, to devote himself undisturbed to business or a
conference with the Awwmuﬁaﬂc in charge, but, not vet satisfied,
he would take work Lome for the evening. The files of the Engrav-
ing Divis W ttest the Tact that Supt. Patterson would take the
so-called "Ouarterly proofgiwhich were supposed to be a mere }araq/s
of record, and which hardly ever anybody took the trouble to look
at, home with hin to examine and criticize them very closely
Hig pencil remarks show that he was as well an able critic as &
man of sound judgement; he would readily recognize what was neri~
torious and give unstinted praisé in the same way th°+ he would

condemnn slovenly and careless work, But the surerintendent under-

took to ecarrv a burden which was beyond the strength of any one man




and there can be but one opinion, that he sacrificed his life and
health to what he conceived to be his official duty, .
On ﬁugustylﬁth, 1881, after a short illness, passed away
o arlile Pollock Patterso h, distinguished
as Superintendent of the U. 8. Coast and Geodetic Survey., - Just
and strict in his official dealings, he was pure in mind, kind in
‘h@art, devoted to his friends and family and of a sélf sacrificing
disposition, ever havpy to be able to be of service to samebody,

o 10 o Bt

Compiled from the records of the Survey and from rersonsl
recollections by Mr. A. Lindenkohl, who has been gonnected with

the Survey since 1854,




