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Andrew Burgess,

This strange, mysterious man,
on today — some of his famed

A.NDREW Burgess was awarded
599 patents for magazine firearms.
More magazine firearms were made
from Burgess patents, or improve-
ments on his patents, than from
those of any other American or
European designer.! To this day,
the Marlin Firearms Company of
New Haven use Burgess patents,
and the Hepburn improvements of
Burgess patents, in their famous 22
and high power lever action mod-
els. Marlin has not made a rifie,
other than.bolt action and semi-
automatic models, that doesn’t use
one or more Burgess patents or
principles. This great firearms com-
pany established an empire in the
lever action field, based on their
1881 model, and the improved
models by Hepburn, which are pri-
marily Burgess bolt lock return
patents. H

But this is getting ahead of the
story. Let’s go back to 1855, when
the Burgess saga begins.

That year Andrew and his broth-
er William joined one Mathew
Brady as photographic apprentices,®
a strange occupation for a man who
would be busy designing firearms
some 20 years later. At this time
Brady’s eyesight was beginning to
fail (his thick lenses were usually
blue from the silver salts used to
coat the wet plates) and he knew
that soon or late he would be un-
able to take pictures himself. He
wanted young intelligent men, with
good sharp eyes, to take over for
him.

1t is not too strange, though, that
the Burgess boys went to work for
Brady; the Brady and Burgess
family farms lay next to each other
at Dresden, New York.

‘When 1858 rolled around Brady’s
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eyes were so bad that he rarely
was seen behind the camera. By
1860 both Burgess brothers had be-
come journeymen photographers
and, by the time Fort Sumter was
fired upon and the armies of the
North and the South became en-
gaged in the great Civil War,
Mathew Brady had gathered to-
gether the greatest photographers
of the time— Andrew Burgess,
William Burgess, James Gardner,
Alexander Gardner, J. F. Coonley,
C. N. Barnard, and Tim O’Sullivan.

For the first two years of the
war, while Brady’s other men pho-
tographed the course of war with
the western armies and the Army
of the Potomac, Coonley, Barnard
and the Burgesses helped Brady
run the New York and Washing-
ton galleries, as well as journeying
into the battlefield. While it is true
that Brady did direct most of that
photography, he himself took rela-
tively few of the Civil War pic-
tures.

In 1863, after the Gardners quit
Brady, to set up their own business,
Andrew Burgess became Brady’s
partner.? William Burgess joined
the Mormon Church and went
west.* One of the most famous pic-
tures of President Lincoln, made
on February 9, 1864, is reproduced
on a five-dollar bill. This was taken
in Brady’s Washington gallery, as
was the almost as well known pic-
ture of Tad and Lincoln. Both were
made by Andrew Burgess, for at
this time Brady was in the field
with C. N. Barnard.

With the prospect of war devel-
oping in Mexico between Juarez
and the Archduke Maximilian of
Austria, Brady and Burgess felt
impelled to record the coming
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a genius of gun design, lives
patents are still being used.

troubles. In the latter part of 1864
Andrew Burgess left for Mexico,
photographing the devastation of
the southern states as he traveled
southward. In Mexico City Andrew
set up shop and is known to have
taken at least five of the six pic-
tures of Maximilian and Carlotta.
Of these pictures only one survives,
so far as is known, and that picture
is in the Library of Congress.
Burgess furnished the United
States government with photo-
graphic proofs of the French occu-
pation and, after the defeat of
Maximilian, the re-entry of the
Juarez government. These wet-
plate pictures, along with many
more Burgess-Brady plates, were
q A by the fed 1 gover

drew returned to the United States
in 1867, deeming the Mexican busi-
ness a failure, and resumed his
partnership in the Brady Galleries.

In 1870 the U. S. Naval Observa-
tory sent a team of scientists to
Sicily to observe the solar eclipse.
Because of his fame as a photog-
rapher, Andrew Burgess was chosen
to accompany the expedition.

Reaching Sicily in December of
1870, the group set up their equip-
ment near Syracuse. Burgess con-
tracted a fever almost immediately
but, though seriously ill for two
weeks, recovered enough to coat
the wet plates and get the rest
of the photographic equipment
ready for the eclipse of the sun on
D ber 22.

in 1876, but because of improper
storage a great many were lost
through flooding and breakage. An-

Because of his health, Burgess
remained in Syracuse for a time
after the rest of thé expedition

Opposite page — The

“ grip-operated Burgess
pump gun, here seen
in its hinged, riot gun
form.

Left — Andrew Bur-
gess about 1865.

Right — The Burgess
riot gun folded for
carrying concealed or
in its special holster.
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went back to the United States.
Later he traveled extensively in
Europe.

At this time the Franco-Prussian
War was going on and Andrew
doubtless visited the fighting areas,
perhaps also recording them with
his camera.

In Dresden (Prussia) he talked
with distant relatives about his
grandfather, who had been born
there. Conscripted into the Prus-
sian army in 1776, John Burgus
(the spelling of the family name
at that time) was placed among
the Hessian troops hired by the
British and sent to the colonies.
Deserting almost as soon as he set
foot ashore, Andrew’s grandfather
joined Washington's army — here
he was free to exercise his politi-
cal belief, to talk without fear of
persecution or reprisal.®




rifle, was volve drum magazines like those in and help him in his patent
issued September 19, 1871. This was the 1928 Th ; of , esp ly The B: moved from Lake
for a side-mounted magazine. An- for his automatic rifles, use George to Owego, New York. Andrew
drew’s second patent, 119,218, im- f similar those of the MI continued as Brady’s partner, but he

————EBPECIALLY ADAPTED FOR——
POLICE SERVICE, EXPRESS MESSENGERS,

% U. S. MARSHALS, PRISONS, BANKS, ETC. _

‘Weight of Gun, 5 t0 614 1bs. Length of Barrel, 19 to 20 inches.

lnnn.mluam rt to to shorten the gun to the length of the can
veniently carried in a holster with belt or in a valise, kept in a place where a long gun could not be
or made e the place of a olver and do better
Holdl‘*bl bftdnnhmiol:‘mmmtdz‘tmh&m 3 o
shot, ﬂmarﬂl about three with strong penetration, and is a
very ‘weapon up to 100 yards. When choke bored, it may fully take the place of longer
guns for field shooting.
Itisthe Si ! and Saddle Gun Ever Brought Before the Public.
The breech mechanism is the same as, and interchan with, our regular sporting guns; but in place of
ﬁem:l:"d-ubrn u«umm-mpmow-mmmumwm in
magazine barrel. In dra: mmnnﬂwwpnﬁmmmwmmm on trigger, and by
m#m.&dﬁm& ‘when'the -pdngg place, and it is instantly ready to commence &
mmmmm frame to shift the joint and interlock thuded‘gnﬁonl
of frame and the t:::&n itens. In folding the .mmwmmmmby lever,
‘when the rear of barrel may be down about 14 inch to unlock thread. When the gun is 20 inches long.
LIST PRICE.
No. 1, Folding Gun, with Damascus Barrel 40.00
No. 2, Poldlné Gun, with Steel Barrel,...... ... ‘3?'88
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Civil War. To insure that Brady
would not lose his half of the busi-
ness at 627 Pennsylvania Avenue, An-
drew bought out Brady in 1874.¢ The
gallery still ran under the Brady
name, but the pictures were marked
“Burgess, late Brady and Co.” An-
e drewu.ndBndyeonﬁnuedl_lput-

mon demonstrating 2 e
of his Civil War losses from Congress.
fapidity. of e of o In 1875, Congressman Butler and
Burgess shotgun. Note  General Garfield, speaking on behalf
eiected shell case of Brady, at last induced the govern-
above action; in the ment to pay Brady $25,000 for his
original photograph wartime work. The 43rd Congress
sirbiiekiitire; Shows paid Mathew Brady that amount for
e el plates valued at $150,000. 3
In the Owego workshop Andrew
busy ing out experimental
A R T RS Prior

to turning the business back to Brady
in 1876, Andrew was issued patent
168,966 October 19, 1875, an im-
provement on both of his earlier lever
action pati And then bined

g

Opposite page — The
Burgess “folding gun”’ {he
in short barrel form, Exposition of 1876; three different
as offered in a Bur- models are known to have been dis-
gess catalog of about played there. These were a lever ac-
1896. tion based on his 1872 129,523;

a reverse trapdoor model on

made bolt action single shot rifle, pat-
ent 169,641. Both Andrew’s lever ac-
tion and Hotchkiss’ bolt action were
destined to make history in the fire-
arms field. Winchester, looking for an
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of New Haven in 1877, d

mmummhmmnmm.d
trim and nickeled extra

as_evidence against them.

In the same year, 1878,
Army was authorized to hold tnals
for new arms. The trials were held in
April, and 28 arms were submitted.
'l"he Whltneyvxlle Iever action rifles

d were designed by Andrew

g

lever actions and other guns that
Whitney thought desirable.

Patent Troubles
Enrlymls'lsBurgeuandW Ww.
d in an in-
f‘nngement fight.7
brother of Brad Bartlett, was the

patent examiner and, at the first hear-
b ts of Eli

nedy tutlﬁed that Burgess, after
Whitney had asked him what kind
of bolt action arm he was working
on, had furnished drawings in De-
cember, 1876, or January, 1877, for a
bolt action arm of the Russian (Colt)
or German (Mauur) type with a

Y
swore that they had made arms using
his patent application without An-
drew’s consent or knowledge, prior to
his paunt application.* W. W, Wet-
more, employed by Winchester at
this time, filed an appeal. At the ap-
peal hearing the Commissioner of
Patents reversed the prior ruling. He
said that unless Burgess actually had
made an arm, or had had one made
under his direction, using the con-
tested part, then all of the testimony
of Wlntney Tieunx and Kennedy

g

ts on
Burgess dmwmgx did not help Bur-
gess, but could be used by Burgess

Burgess and so marked on the
tang, yet on the barrel they bore
this marking: “G. W. MORSE —
Pat'd Oct. 28, 1856.” The George
Woodward Morse patent of that date,
15,995, is for a percussion cartridge
arm thh a two-piece bolt, with a

for the State Rifle Works at Green-
ville, S.C., during 1863-64. In 1875

against f.he Umted States government
He had thnt the

ingfield was an infri t of his
design and had asked for $5.00 for
every one made since 1865. Morse
lost the fight for two reasons: he had
made arms under his patent for the
Confederacy, and it was felt that his
patent lacked sufficient value to war-
rant an extension.

In 1878 Morse filed an appeal, and
at the same time asked Whitney to
apply his 1856 patent to the Whitney
arms that were to be submitted in the
coming April government trials.
Morse and Wllitncy made an agree-
ment wh Morse tracted for
2000 arms to be made using the bolt

of the Morse patent;

‘Whitney then applied the Morse pat-
enteotthnrgeunﬂethenmpro-
i (The lowest serial number

Morse had lost an infri t, suit
I

Thmgumwhd\hmrpombdlwgudﬁqnupﬁntfutwn—hp,%w

chester Model 11 s

Model 1897 slide action

Wbbnnendln!&twhmm&nudywtﬂm(ohminﬂﬂonﬁo)

170



500, the highest 1546.) At the same
time Winchester approached Burgess

Out of the court fight with Wet-
more, Andre'w emerged with two new

and made ts for

the first, 210,182,

his June 25, 1872 patent 128,208 for a
magazine feed in the stock. This date
appears on all the Hotchkiss bolt ac-
tion rifles produced by Winchester.
Of all the leading arms submitted to

issued November 26, 1878, was for a
bolt action arm with a magazine in
the stock where the cartrid were

was made in just two calibers: 32-20
and 38-40, and in two styles; sporting
rifle in 32 caliber and military musket
in 38 caliber. Like the rest of Andrew’s
designs, it was amply strong. It is
interesting to note that this arm was

manually moved up a ramp and into
the ber; the d, 217,987 of

thee April, 1878, trials the two most
favored were the Hotchkiss bolt ac-
tion and the Whitney-G.W. Morse.
The government bought 100 Hotch-
kiss rifles. Had the government bought
any of the Whitney arms, G.W. Morse
would have won his appeal then, but
they did not. Winchester made the
Hotchkiss rifles and carbines from
1878 to 1899, but did not succeed in
getting the design adopted by the
Army.
Whitney-Burgess Designs

From 1879 to 1887 Whitney en'.ered
three Burgess arms into

July 29, 18‘79 was for a bolt action
arm of the Russian (Colt) and Ger-
man (Mauser) types with a magazine
under the barrel. Both of these pat-
ents in the next five years were to
see service in military arms. Andrew
Burgess was the first inventor to
successfully combine the tube maga-
zine and the bolt action into a usable
arm.

First to manufacture an arm of this
type was Steyr in Austria, the rifle
the earliest Mannlicher bolt action,
made in 1880. The first of many
Mannlwher arms lo be mude by Steyr
the M:

tive field. The first of these was the

Burgus patent papers bear a strong

Burgess-Morse lever action
above, made in 45-70 caliber only, and
in sporting, military and carbine
models. The second was the same gun
but with the Kennedy carrier (U.S.
patent 215227), which used all of
the handgun such as 44-40,
etc., and the shorter rifle cartridges
like the 45-75, etc.

The last arm Whitneyville intro-
duced before Winchester bought them
out in 1889 was the 1886 Whitney-
Burgess lever action; the patents used
were those of January 7, 1873,
(134,589) ; October 19, 1875 (168,966);
December 7, 1880 (235,204), and De-
cember 18, 1883 (290,393). The arm

-t

the first actual all-Burgess gun to use
the drop lock that was used in the
later Burgess shotgun, in the earlier
Colt magazine rifle, and in the Mann-
licher straight pull. This arm was on
the market for only two years before
Winchester removed it.

In 1880 John Marlin asked Burgess
to design a lever actlon for the Mar-
lin . Andrew dy had five
patents that he felt were usable, two
of which (210,091 and 210,181 of No-
vember 19 and 26, 1878) he favored
most. Burgess was not, however,
happy with the earner deugn, so

and B d it and
applied for a joint patent. This pat-
ent was issued December 13, 1881 as
250,825, a number which will be found
on guns made from 1881 on.

There are parts of the Burgess pat-
ents used in this model 1881 that can
be found in the newest Marlin lever
action of today. Marlin made this
rifle first in 45-70 and 40-60 Marlin,
then in 1884 they made a smaller
and narrower version to handle the
32-40 Ballard cartridge. In 1886 they

GUN WITH SIDE PARTLY CUT AWAY, SHOWING HANDLE DRAWN BACK AND BREECH OPEN.
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brought it out in the famous 38-55
Ballard cartridge. The Marlin Fire-
arms Company established their lever
action empire using this gun and the
later Hepburn improvements.

Peter Paul Mauser, in the latter

Above left — Winchester Hofchkiss bolt action musket, first type, with
one-piece stock. Center — Whitney-Burgess lever action musket. Right —

have an empty rifle. In 1881 Josef

B of

(134,589) ; October 19, 1875 (168,966);
April 1, 1879 (213,865); December 7,
1880 (235,204); December 13, 1881,
(250,825) and January 3, 1882
(251,694). The December 13

E. A. Brininstool, later a well-known writer on western subjects,
worked as a demonstrator-salesman for the Burgess Gun Co.
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The third type of Hotchkiss, made with

stock. Each of these

guns pays tribute to the design ability of Andrew Burgess.

Lick o e Daiened
by W.H. Elliot, these were made using

lock location; in the Elliot gun the
lock is on the floorplate, with two
screws retaining it, while in the Bur-
gess patents and the later guns,

In 1885 Ritter Von Mannlicher
er a royalty basis with
Andrew for his 45° drop lock

redesign until he had a functioning
arm; John Marlm a enmbumnon of

213,866 of April 1, 1879; 216,080 of
June 3, 1879 and 290,393, issued De-
cember 18, 1883. These patents and
the improved bolt action by Mann-
licher were introduced into the Aus-
trian Army in 1886. This arm uses a
straight pull bolt with a cam that
actuates the 45° drop lock. It is 11lmm
Mannlicher caliber and a vast im-
provement on the old Werndl 11mm
cartridge. The old cartridge had a
muzzle velocity of 1470 fps while the
new cartridge had a velocity of 1700
fps. This arm was used by the Aus-
trian Army until the new model in
8mm was produced in 1888. The mod-
%1888 saw action in the first World
ar.

.. Burgess and Marlin

By this time John Marlin had
hired a named

pntentoprril4 1ssz. 255,894. At
the time of this Roper application
Andrew Burgess filed a claim of in-
fringement. Testimony taken estab-
lished that Andrew Burgess had pri-
ority on the pump- or haveness-ac-
hon,whmmtbeachonn:h:orkedby

bive:  Hesb
the Burgess-design lever action that
Marlin was malnng The ﬁm im-

d D %
1886, the seeond on October 11, 1887;
both incorporate the Burgess bolt re-
turn. These were first used in the
1888 Marlin, made in rifle style only.
The M1888 filled a gap in their sport-
ing line, for up to this time they had
not made a magazine sporting rifle
for the popular handgun cartridges.
Marlin made the 1888 for only a
year, producing about 6000 of these

jects Ll

a single bar ti
and action; that Burgess had made
haveness-actions from patents 210,091,
213,866, 216,080, and 289,792; that he
also made haveness-arms from
the Colt-Burgess design and had put
them up for sale at Owego, New
York.® The outcome of Burgess’s suit
was decided before it started, really,
for the earlier Roper patents used the
same type of pump action. Andrew,
who lost the case on this one point,
might well have won the suit had he
filed an mfrmgt suit on the
earlier Roper and

3] arms.

In 1889 Marlin brought out their
second Hepburn improvement,
1889 carbine. This, like the 1888 type,
was made for the handgun cartridges,
but it was the first of their famous
side ejection safety models. The

both B had an
additional ab:hty — he was a bum-
nessman without equal.

In 1891 Marlin produced their first
22 lever action, a solid-frame model
that used the Burgess lock found in
the 1881 Marlin. This 22, designed by
Hepburn with his characteristic side
ejection, was made also in 32 rimfire.
The 1892 model, brought out the fol-
lowing year, used the same solid
frame and Burgess lock. Made in 22
and 32 rimfire as well as 32 centerfire,
it used the novel interchangeable fir-
ingpimforﬂ:atwome-hben

Winchester, in 1888, bought out the
Whitneyville Armory, gained control
of the patents and removed the arms
from the competitive field. The most
important of these was the Burgess
45-70 lever action, the first successful
lever action capable of ing the
government cartridge. It was in direct
competition with the new 1886 Win-
chester and was cuthn: into its sales
Earlier, Wi had
forced Colt to drop their Burgua
rifle and now the only source of rev-
enue that Andrew had coming in was
from Marlin.

Winchester was also planning to re-
lease a new pump action shotgun de-
signed by John M. Browning. This,
the model 1893, used an improved
Burgess 45° lock, similar to the lock
used in the 1881 Marlin lever action,
but combining the carrier and the
lock.

The Burgess Gun Co.
It was at this time, when Andrew’s

Comp-ny of Buﬂ'llo. N;uwxl York. The

M1889, like the rest of the f
Marlin firearms to follow, were de-
signed by Hepburn. He did not, how-
ever, use a single new idea (other
than his lock block for the high power
rifles and his side epctxon g"te:;)i

com-
pleted and manufacturing started by
1893.1% The first arm made, a 12-
gauge shotgun (see the mhlog illus-

in the
bmtsenseoitheword.Toload the

that wenn't first i
Burgess. Bur-

It is interesting to note that when
PrnncisBa.nneman tookovartlw

Al
gess, Hepburn and Marlin were truly
the ible for

ble pistol grip was carried back,

then forward; on firing, at the instant
of maximum recoil an enertia lock
locked and the residual pressure

p an in- the vast empire that the Marlin Fire-
fri t inst Winchest arms Ci has built and held to
(Bannermanva Stanford), citing their this day.

90 and 93 model shotguns, he could
have saved himself a lot of money if
he had known about this case.

AndrewBurgeasmngrentbuw
idea man; Hepb
nnddeuxlzrwhowouldreworknnd
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in the chamber opened the action and
ejected the empty. The shooter had
only to slide the grip forward, loading
a fresh round and it was ready to fire
again. Made in several grades, the
Burgess grip-action gun could be had



wl'.h very fancy engraving and special
down to plain models w'lth

Amsrlﬂn wnlnut stocks. All

available with a choice of chnk— and

the gun companies to hire shooters
to dmh their pmdm:h An-
drew sought out thn best
day, Brad Bartlett

shots of the
and Charles (Left

From
designed primarily for police and mes-
senger service, where close work

needed speed and Dx 's

for Ri
the New York Penal Institution to
buy over 100 of the folding riot guns
lorﬂuh-mxdn.!nlmﬂmrhon

system a newer
Their were sold at public
auction in and a few trickled
back to the United States.
had become a
ner of Burgess in 1894. An-
drew would furnish the building
barrels, while was to
make the actions furnish
. The gun, a double bar-
reled known as



Andrew. They had succeeded with
these tactics with all but one Amer-
ican company using Burgess patents,
and one or two others. Colt had been

m the Burge- shotgun. Marhn via
ever 1

1913 brought out a new Model 31

shotgun, using principles that An-

drew invented and patented in 1872,

1873, and 1875: the two-piece bolt

that hinges and locks in the rear

that used a inven
Andrew Burgess died on December
19, 1908, quietly at his St. Augustine

ideas were not. Marlin in 1910 ign-

could not ci t B
for an automatic shotx\lm lmt his pat-
ent of 1894 (520 753) for a reepil-

patents for the 1911 automatic shot-
gun. Johnson had designed self-load-
ing arms for Winchester from 1900.
Johnson’s main improvement on the
Burgess patent was the recoil spring
and the method of unlocking the bolt.
The lock and method of attaching the
recoil rod, plus the bolt design, were
duplicates of the Burgess patent.
There were improvements in the car-
rier design and the method of unlock-

ing the arm, yet in the Burgess and.

Johnson patent drawings there are
many duplications.

At the same time Stevens-Savage
brought out a new Browning pump
m-hotgun,them/ﬂ mhkp-
down system is the same as that used

the i ‘This is the same
action as the Whitneyville-Burgess,
but pump actuated rather than lever
operated.’? The Marlin Models 32
and 38, introduced in 1914, are con-

cealed hammer versions of the Mod-
els 20 and 27.

To this day Marlin makes guns using
Burgess patents or the improved pat-
ents by Hepburn; their Models 39
and 39A use the Burgess patent of
November 19, 1878 (210,091), and the
earlier models were so-marked. This
was the original patent issued for the
1881 Marlin lever action, a patent
that has been in use for more years
than the man who designed it lived. @

Some of the U. S. Patents on Firearms
Issved to A. Burgess of , N. Y.
1871 Sept. 19 119115
Sept. 26 119218
1872 June 11 127737
June 25 128208
July 16 129523
1873 Jan. 7 134589
1875 Oct. 19 168829
168966
Oct. 26 169083
1878 June 18 8288 reissue
Nov. 19 210091
Nov. 26 210181
210182
210294
1 210295
213866
213867
213868
213869
June 3 216080
July 29 217987
Nov. 25 222008
1880 Mar. 2 224994
Dec. 3 235204
1881 Dec. 13 250825
250880
1882 Jan. 3 251694
1883.« Dec. 11 289972
Dec. 18 290393
290394
290529
Dec. 25 290848
290968
1884 Ax. 12 303262
1885 Feb. 3 10555 reissue
1886 Mar. 2 337239
1887 Feb. 8 357458
357459
357460
357461
357462
357517
. =
July 12
36R559
366560
366561
366562
366563
366564
366565
1887 Nov. 373438
1891 Aug. 458333
Nov. 17 463225
1892 June 7 476246
July 478220
478221
478222
1894 Mar. 27 517024
May “29 520559
520752
520753
June 12 521202
Avg. 21 524800
1896 Mar. 31 557358
557359
557360
1897 Auvg. 31 589117
589118
589119
589120
Oct. 12 591526
1899 Oct. 31 636196
1900 Dec. 18 663954
663955
663956
1901 Jan. 15 666084
Nov. 26 687448
1902 Feb. 11 693105
693106
Dec. 16 715971
1903 . 38 726399
1906 29 821921
821!
June 5
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