A WOMAN’S METHOD.

WHAT MRS, MELUSINA FAY PIERCE PROPOSES

IN LIEU OF THE SUFFRAGE,

Mrs. Melusina Fay Pierce has made an in-
teresting address before the Alassachusetts Legis.
lative Committee on Woman Suffrage in opposition
to tho proposition to give tax-paying women the
right to vote for municipal'oficers, In concluding
gho says ¢ ' |

“I beliove there are three great foress which alons
can work out to its very best possibilities the so.
called *swoman quostion.” Thefirst I3 the coeduca-
tion of the sexes from the kindergavten through
the university., The second, co-operative store.
keeping and housekeeping by women. The third,
the advisory reprosentation—if I may so phrase
it—of women as above indieated, I am opposed,
Mr. Chairman, to the demand for universal woman
suffrage a3  presented here every year 8o
far, and I am opposed to tax-paying woman suffrage
As presented this year, because both of them are
Jounded upon the theory that in politics a woman is
the same thing as a man. While women aro the pro-
tected class this can nevor be, and they always will
be the protected class, for so their Maker has or-
Jdained. Why should they disdain and hate this gra.
‘cious and faseinating position { They will not disdain
it, gentlemen, if you will do your duty. Nothing
makes ‘women &o womanly as chivalry in men.
Cortainly thero is, and always has been, & missing
factor in grovornmonts, Wers it not so, the path
of Time would not be strewn with the wrecks of
nations, empires, kingdoms, and republics, as it is.
What is that factor ¥ 1t is very simple; nnd the
woman spitragists are right when they say that it is
‘the feminine fnctor. And they are not wrong, either,
in feeling 1t a hardship that the 7,000,000 or 8,000,
000 of women in this country should be arbitrarily
governed by men without over being consulted..
When wo reflect upon it, it is indeed astonishing that
men should so calmly and confidently go on, year
after year, oxercising this tromendous authority,
bearing this tremendous responsibility, without ever’
asking for light and information from the enormous
multitudes they legislate for.

“Why, then, should you not, Mr. Chairman, give
to women in the State that which you give to women
in the home, and which nature ‘and religion alike
teach you is their due<—the consulting, the advisory
function—thus bringing them into real and useful
and mutually respecting relations with yourselves?
If you will do this gentlemon—if you iwill request the
women of every town to elect advisory couneils an
schiool and charitablo boards in conneetion with the
local authorities—and after 10 years of this experi-
ence, if you will request them to send here their
women representatives to a cousulting or advisory
house in organie relation with your own, vou wiil
have given to women in politics all the real weight.
that they can possibly have, and will have solved the
woman question in a way which, I am confident, will
meot the admiration and sympathy of the majority
of the women of this generation atleast. The next,
if it pleasos, can go ono step further—educate every
woman to carry and use a loaded pistol, throw open
manhood suffrage and the ranks o}) the Militia to her,
and Jet her tako care of herself if she can!

“In conclusion, should it ba objected that the
Legislaturo of Massachusetts should not, according
to my own prineciple, confer this advisory representa-
tion upon women without having been requested to
do so by the majority of the women of Massachu-
setts, [ answer that, as I Iook at it, the cases are not

arallel, because to confer the manhood suffrage or
aw-making power upon women would be revolu-
tionary—something entirely novel in Human expe-
rienee-—nnd thorefore to be undertaken onlyin ac-
cordance with the most clearly oxpressed popular
will; while to confer the advisory power recom.
mended would be natural—would be simply to en-
large the concention and scopq of the actual and im.
memorial relations of women with the governing
helf of the world.” '
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