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Charles Sanders Peirce (1839-1914)

Â Ɂ3ÏÜÚȮɯÐÕɯÉÙÐÌÍȮɯÔàɯ×ÏÐÓÖÚÖ×ÏàɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯ
described as the attempt of a physicist to 
make such conjecture as to the constitution 
of the universe as the methods of science 
may permit, with the aid of all that has 
been done by previous philosophers. I shall 
support my propositions by such 
arguments as I can. Demonstrative proof is 
not to be thought of. The demonstrations of 
the metaphysicians are all moonshine. The 
best that can be done is to supply a 
hypothesis, not devoid of all likelihood, in 
the general line of growth of scientific 
ideas, and capable of being verified or 
ÙÌÍÜÛÌËɯÉàɯÍÜÛÜÙÌɯÖÉÚÌÙÝÌÙÚȭɂ

Â CP,1.7, c. 1897.

Â Peirce in Berlin, 1875.
Â (Second ɬof fiveɬtravel to Europe)



The Peirce Family
John & Elizabeth Pers in 1637 

emigrated from Norwich (England) to Watertown (Massachusetts)

Robert & Mary Knight (Moved to Middlesex, MA)
(1620-1706)

Benjamin & Hannah Bowers (Moved to Suffolk, MA)
(1668-17??)

Jerathmiel & Rebecca Hurd
(1708-17??)

Jerathmeel & Sarah Ropes (Moved to Salem, MA)
(1747-1827)

Benjamin, Sr. & Lydia Ropes Nichols (*) (Moved to Cambridge, MA) 
(1779-1831)

Benjamin, Jr. ɬ"ÏÈÙÓÖÛÛÌɯ$ÓÐáÈÉÌÛÏɯɁ+ÐááÐÌɂɬCharles Henry (MD &Chemistry)
(1809-1880)

Benjamin, Jr. & Sara Hunt Mills
James Mills - Benjamin Mills - Charles Sanders - Helen Ellis - Herbert Henry Davis

(1834-1906)      (1834-1870)            (1839-1914)       (1845-1923)           (1849-1916)
______________________________________________

Ɂ(was named after Charles Sanders, husband of my paternal ÎÙÈÕËÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚ(*) sister
Charlotte. SandersTheater at Harvard, someyears later, had the samenamesake.ɂ
MS 1602



Jerathmiel Peirce (1747-1831).
Peirce-Nichols House (1782) 80 Federal Street. Salem, MA. 

Â ɁThat same great grandfather [Jeramiel] amassed a considerable fortune,
founded at first I think, upon some processfor making morocco, but later in the
adventurous China 3ÙÈËÌɂ

Â MS 848, 1911.



Benjamin Peirce, Sr. (1779-1831)

1797. Graduated from the Andover Academy 
Andover.

Departed for Harvard where he settled into 
room one at Hollis; graduated in 1801.

1ÌÛÜÙÕÌËɯÛÖɯÈɯÔÌÙÊÏÈÕÛɀÚɯÓÐÍÌɯÐÕɯ2ÈÓÌÔɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÐÚɯ
ÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÚÏÐ××ÐÕÎɯÍÐÙÔɯɁ6ÈÐÛɯÈÕËɯ/ÌÐÙÊÌȭɂ

1803. Married to his maternal cousin Lydia 
Ropes Nichols.

1811. Elected as a Federal Republican Senator 
from Essex County to the Massachusetts 
legislature. 

1825. Before failing in the business, moved to 
Cambridge. 

1826. Became librarian at Harvard College; 
wrote the first catalog of the Harvard Library, 
and a manuscript history of the college, 
published posthumously in 1833. 

1826, Lydia opened a boarding house near 
/ÖÙÛÌÙɀÚɯ3ÈÝÌÙÕȮɯÐÕɯ"ÈÔÉÙÐËÎÌȭ

Â Harvard College, c.1830.



Benjamin Peirce, Jr. 
Apr. 4, 1809 ɬOct. 6, 1880

Ɂ(ɯÞÈÚɯÌËÜÊÈÛÌËɯÉàɯÔàɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɯȹȱȺɯÈÕËɯÐÍɯ(ɯËÖɯ
ÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÏÐÚɯÞÖÙÒȭɂɯ,2ȭɯƕƚƔƜ

Ɂ,àɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɯÛÖÖÒɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ×ÈÐÕÚɯÛÖɯÛÌÈÊÏɯÔÌɯÊÖÕÊÌÕÛÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ
of mind and to keep my attention upon the strain for 
ÈɯÓÖÕÎɯÛÐÔÌɯȹȱȺɯ!ÜÛɯÈÚɯÛÖɯÔÖÙÈÓɯÚÌÓÍ-control he 
unfortunately presumed that I would have inherited 
his own nobility of character,  which was so far from 
being the case that for long years I suffered 
unspeakably, being an excessively emotional fellow, 
from ignorance of how to go to work to acquire 
ÚÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕÛàɯÖÝÌÙɯÔàÚÌÓÍȭɂ

CSP to Victoria Lady Welby. 

Benjamin Peirce:

Â1831/42. Professor of Mathematics/ and Astronomy.

Â1867- 1874. 3rd Superintendent of the U.S. Coast 
Survey.

ÂƕƜƛƝȭɯ+ÖÞÌÓÓɯ+ÌÊÛÜÙÌÚɯÖÕɯɁ(ËÌÈÓÐÛàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÏàÚÐÊÈÓɯ
ÚÊÐÌÕÊÌÚɂɯÌËÐÛÌËɯ×ÖÚÛÏÜÔÖÜÚÓàɯÉàɯ)ÈÔÌÚɯ,ÐÓÓÚɯÐÕɯ
1881.

Letter from Benjamin Peirce to Alexander Graham Bell, 
April 20, 1877



1839. Charlie was born on Sept. 10th

to Benjamin Peirce and Sarah Hunt Mills

4 Mason Street

Cambridge, MA.

Thanks to: Juan Luis Rodríguez









1839. Cambridge was a college town of about 8,000 inhabitants 
and Boston was a small city of about 85,000

Â Ɂ(remember how angry
people were when a
furniture dealer cut down
some elms to built a store.
Cambridge was a lovely
place at that time [1844],
and people went to Boston
in anȿ'ÖÜÙÓà.ɀ

Â MS. 1602

Â Methodist Church, in 
Cambridge, ca. 1830.



ƕƜƘƙȭɯ,ÖÝÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯɁ%ÜÕÊÛÐÖÕɯ&ÙÖÝÌɂȮɯÐÕɯ0ÜÐÕÊàɯ2ÛÙÌÌÛȭ

Â ɁȻ,àÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚȼhouse might almost be said to have been a rendezvous of all the
leading men of science (ȱ) so that I was brought up in an atmosphere of science.
Agassiz came in every day without ringing (ȱ) Alexander Dallas Bache was a
particular close friend (ȱ) Joseph Henry [came] only occasionally [and Admiral]
Charles Henry Davis. But my father was a broad man and we were intimate with
literary people too. At the house in Mason Street (ȱ) and later in our house on
Quincy Street, I most distinctly recollect (ȱ) among them Longfellow (ȱ) James
Lowell (ȱ) Theodore Park (ȱ) Oliver Wendell Holmes (ȱ) I particularly remember
(ȱ) Emerson [and] the most eminent of the political people such (ȱ) Webster (ȱ)
and at a later date Henry Jamesthe elder.ɂ

Â CSP to Victoria Lady Welby. Sep. 20, 1906. 



1849. Admitted at Cambridge High School

Â Ɂ(went to Marm 2ÌÚÚÐÖÕɀÚschool in
the Craigie House when I was 5 years
old (ȱ) I think we must have moved
in 1845 [to the New House in Quincy
Street]. I soon after began going to
Miss 6ÈÙÌɀÚschool.ɂ
MS. 1602.

Â Ɂ1854. Left the High School with honor
after having been turned out several
times. Worked at Mathematics for
about six months and then joined Mr .
#ÐßÞÌÓÓɀÚschool in town .

Â 1855. Graduate at #ÐßÞÌÓÓɀÚand
entered College. Read 2ÊÏÐÓÓÌÙɀÚ
AestheticLettersand began the study of
Kant.ɂ
My Life Written for theClassBook, 1859.

Cambridge High School (ca. 1903)



1855. Entered Harvard College

Harvard College , c.1858. Massachusetts Hall, c. 1890.

Â Ɂ.ÕÌof the things which I hope to learn during my stay in Cambridge is the answer to this question (ȱ)
whether Harvard is an educational establishment or whether it is an institution for learning what is not yet
thoroughly known, whether it is for the benefit of the individual students or whether it is for the good of
the country and for the speedier elevation of man into that rational animal of [which] he is the embryonic
form .ɂCP,5.585, 1898.

Â 1859. Graduated B.A. - 1862. Receiveda Master of Arts

Â Ɂ Úthe fall of 1860began, Charley moved into MassachusettsHall number 5 where he took up duties as
proctor . Apparently that arrangement lasted only a semesteror so, for he seemsto have moved back into a
room at Function Hall in a few ÔÖÕÛÏÚɂ. Ketner, His GlassyEssence, p. 229.



1859. Temporary aide in U. S. Coast Survey
On board of U. S. C. S. Schooner Twilight .

Â Ɂ(ÛɯÏÈÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÈɯÔÈÛÛÌÙɯÖÍɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯ
regret to me that I missed the first 
ÐÔ×ÙÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÛÏÌɯȻ#ÈÙÞÐÕɀÚɯÐÔÔÖÙÛÈÓɯ.ÙÐÎÐÕȼɯ
ÔÈËÌɯÐÕɯ"ÈÔÉÙÐËÎÌɯȹȱȺɯÖÞÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÌɯ
having set out on the tenth of Nov., before 
ÐÛÚɯÈ××ÌÈÙÈÕÊÌɯÖÕɯ-ÖÝȭɯƖƘɯɀƙƝȮɯÛÖɯÎÖɯÜÕËÌÙɯ
instructions from Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey to take part in the 
triangulation on the east coast of 
+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈȭɂ

Â MS 706. Jan. 28, 1909. 

Â Aug .ɬSep. ɀ59: Machias and Cooper, Maine
(asa volunteer) .

Â Nov . ɀ59ɬFeb. ɀ60: Pascagoula and Biloxi,
Mississippi .

Â Mar .ɬApr . ɀ60: Bird Island, Isle au Breton.
Louisiana.

Â Biloxi Light House, built in 1848.



1860. Studied fossil classification under 
Louis Agassiz, summer-fall.

Â Ɂ ÎÈÚÚÐáset me to sorting
fossil brachiopods without
knowing anything about
them, and I understand that
my work was preserved at
the museum, as a most
amazing monument of
incapacity, to the high
delectation for all who
entered as a student for
many years.ɂ

Â MS 902, Sep. 16, 1910



1861. Entered Lawrence Scientific School at Harvard

Â Ɂ3ÏÐÚɯÊÏÌÔÐÊÈÓɯÈÕÈÓàÚÐÚɯÐÚɯÚÖɯ
bewildering at first that I am 
ÌÕÛÐÙÌÓàɯȿÔÜËËÓÌËɯÈÕËɯÉÌÈÛɀɯÈÕËɯ
have to employ most of my time 
ÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯȹȱȺɯ(ÕɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÛÏÌÙÌɯ
is a son of Prof. Peirce, Charles, 
whom I suspect to be a very 
ȿÚÔÈÙÛɀɯÍÌÓÓÖÞɯÞÐÛÏɯÎÙÌÈÛɯËÌÈÓɯÖÍɯ
character, pretty independent and 
violent though. In my presence he 
attacked Herbert Spencer whose 
work I deeply admired; I felt 
spiritually wounded, as by the 
defacement of a sacred image or 
picture, thought I could not 
verbally defend it against his 
criticism.

Â 6ÐÓÓàȭɂ

Â William James to his family in 
Newport, NY.  16 Sep 1861.



1861. Appointed regular aide in U. S. Coast Survey, 1 Jul.

Coast and Geodetic Survey Building               
New Jersey Avenue, DC.

The Coast and Geodetic Survey Annual Reports
1844 - 1910 
http://www.lib.noaa.gov/researchtools/subject
guides/cgsreports.html

http://www.lib.noaa.gov/researchtools/subjectguides/cgsreports.html
http://www.lib.noaa.gov/researchtools/subjectguides/cgsreports.html


ƕƜƚƖȭɯ,ÈÙÙÐÌËɯÛÖɯ'ÈÙÙÐÌÛɯ,ÌÓÜÚÐÕÈɯɁ9ÐÕÈɂɯɯ%ÈàȮɯƕƚɯ.ÊÛ.

Harriet Melusina Fay: 
ÎÙÈÕËËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙɯÖÕɯÏÌÙɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÚÐËÌɯ
of the Judge Fay (Mason Street); 
ÈÕËɯÖÕɯÏÌÙɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯ)ÖÏÕɯ
Henry Hopkins, the First Episcopal 
Bishop of Vermont. Her father, 
Charles Fay, who had been a 
Harvard Classmate of Benjamin 
Peirce, was rector of the Episcopal 
Church at St. Albans, VT.

2ÈÐÕÛɯ+ÜÒÌɀÚɯ$×ÐÚÊÖ×ÈÓɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɯ

8 Bishop St Saint Albans, VT.


