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LECTURES HELD BY G.E.M. ANSCOMBE  
AT OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE 

  
(according to the proposed list of lectures published in  

Oxford University Gazette and University Review of Cambridge1) 
 

Oxford 
 

 Michaelmas Hillary Trinity 

1948-1949 * Some Problems in Theory of Knowledge. 
T. Th. 10. Schools. 

* The Problem of False Belief. T. Th. 10. Schools.  

1949-1950    

1950-1951  * Readings in Plato (In English). T. Th. 12. 
Schools. 

* [with Mr. D.G.C. Macnab] Proclus’ 
Commentary on Plato’s Parmenides 141 e, 10-
142 a 8 (Class). T. 5.30. Schools. 

1951-1952 * Plato: Theaetetus. W. F. 12. Schools.   

1952-1953   * Philosophische Untersuchungen (lecture). S. 
12. Somerville 

* Philosophische Untersuchungen (Class). F. 
5.15. Somerville. 

1953-1954    

1954-1955    

                                                 
1 I took photocopies from them at the Bodleian Library (Oxford) and the Library of the Faculty of Philosophy (Cambridge) in 2003. I have also taken into account the 
“Additions and corrections” to the “Lectures proposed by the Board of the Faculty of Philosophy” of the University Review and some other information. A previous version 
was published in Torralba, José María, Acción intencional y razonamiento práctico según G.E.M. Anscombe, Eunsa, Pamplona, 2005, pp. 233-241. I thank Michael 
Thompson for his comments and corrections. 
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1955-1956 * Wittgenstein, Tractatus (Exegesis). S. 12. 
Schools. 

  

1956-1957 * Wittgenstein’s Tractatus. S. 12. Schools. * Intention. S. 12. Schools. 

* Graduate Class. Wittgenstein on the Foundation 
of Mathematics. [with Mr. Hao Wang and Mr. 
M.A.E. Dummett]. Th. 5.15. All Soul. 

 

1957-1958 * Wittgenstein’s Tractatus. S. 12 Schools.   

1958-1959 - * An Introduction to Wittgenstein’s Tractatus. T. 
Th. 12. Somerville. 

 

1959-1960 * Wittgenstein’s Philosophical 
Investigations (class). T. 5.15. Somerville. 

* Wittgenstein’s Tractatus (three or four lectures to 
conclude). M. 12. Schools.  

* Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Investigations 
(class). T. 5.15. Somerville. 

 

1960-1961 * The Theory of Descriptions. S. 12 B.PHIL. Class 

* Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Investigations. W. 
5.30. Somerville. 

 

1961-1962 * Aristotle’s  Categories and De 
interpretatione (class). M. 5.15. Somerville. 

* Aristotle’s De interpretatione (class). M. 5.15. 
Somerville. 

 

1962-1963 * To be arranged. T. Th. 12. Somerville.   

1963-1964 * Locke, Berkeley and Hume. M. W. F. 10. 
Schools.  

  

1964-1965 * Pleasure. Th. 10. Somerville. * Plato: Phaedo. W. 20. F. 22 Jan.; W. 3 F. 5 Feb. 

* Hume: Dialogues. W. 10, F. 12, W. 17, F. 19 
Mar.  

 

1965-1966  * Plato: Phaedo. (To be arranged) 

* Philosophy of Wittgenstein (class). M. 5. Schools 

 

1966-1967  * Plato: Phaedo (six lectures). T. Th. 10. 
Somerville. 

* Graduate Class. Philosophical Psychology. M. 
5.30. Somerville. 

* Graduate Class. Pleasure. Th. 2. 12 Merton 
Street. 
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1967-68    

1968-1969  * Graduate Class. Philosophical Psychology. T. 
2.30. Somerville 

 

1969-1970    

 
Cambridge 

 

 

 Michaelmas Lent Easter 

1969-1970  * Belief and Thought. Tu. Th. 5 * Belief and Thought. Tu. Th. 5 

1970-1971 * On Killing Human Beings: Some Legal 
and Ethical Problems (Seminar). M. 5 [Div, 
Law, Med] 
* Causality. W. F. 11 

* Philosophy of Mind. F. 10 * Philosophy of Mind. F. 10 

1971-1972 * On Killing Human Beings in War and 
Peace (Seminar) 

* M. 5 [Div, Law, Med] (Free) (Mill Lane) 

* Causality: General Theory (Sidgwick 
Avenue) Tu. 2.30-4 

* Causality: Examination of Hume (Sidgwick 
Avenue) Th. 2.30-4 

* Topics in Philosophy of Mind. (Sidgwick 
Avenue). Tu. Th. 2.30-4 

 

* Topics in Philosophy of Mind. (Sidgwick 
Avenue). Tu. Th. 2.30-4 

 

1972-1973 * Causality: Hume. Tu. 2.30-4 

* Causality: The General Theory. F. 2.30-4 

* Killing and Murder. M. 5 (Mill Lane) 
(Free) [Div, Law, Med] 

* Philosophical Psychology. Tu. F. 2.30-4 *  Philosophical Psychology. Tu. F. 2.30-4 

1973-1974 * Locke. Tu. Th. 2.30-4 (first half of Term) 

* Killing and Social Authority. M. 5 (Mill 
Lane) (Free) [Div, Law, Med] 

* Philosophy of Mind. Th. 2.30-4 * To be announced. Tu. Th. 2.30-4 
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* Seminar with Prof. G.E.L. Owen, G5 
King’s College ‘Substance and Identity’. Tu. 
2.30-4 (from 15 nov) 

1974-1975 * The Later Philosophy of Wittgenstein. Tu. 
2-4 

 

* The Later Philosophy of Wittgenstein. Tu. 2-4 

* Civil Authority and Violence. M. 5 Mill Lane 
[Free] 

* Philosophy of Mind. Tu. 2-4 

1975-1976 * Mind and Action (with special reference to 
killing). M. 5 (Mill Lane) [Free] 
* Hume’s Dialogues. Tu. 12 

* Body and Mind (with special reference to 
Locke, Wittgenstein, and Davidson). Th. 2 

* Philosophy of Locke. Tu. 2  

1976-1977   * Locke And Wittgenstein. Tu. W. 12 

* Research Students’ Seminar. Action Theory. 
Tu. 2.15-4 

1977-1978 * Metaphysics, Ethics, and Politics. Tu. W. 
Thu. 9 

* Research Student’s Seminar. Topics in 
the Philosophy of Mind. M. 2 

* Wittgenstein on Following Rules. W. 12, Th. 10 
(beginning 23 Jan.) 

* Research Student’s Seminar. Wittgenstein on 
Certainty. M. 2.15 

* Locke and Wittgenstein. Tu. W. 9 

* (with Prof. Owen) King’s. Metaphysics Lamda 
(Book 12). Tu. 2.30 (beginning 25 Apr.) 

1978-1979 * Introduction to Philosophy: Causality and 
Free Will. Tu. W. 9 

* Wittgenstein: What Counts as a 
Proposition? Th. 2 

* Ethics, Theory of Action, and Politics. Tu. W. Th. 
9 

* Research Student’s Seminar. (with Prof. Owen) 
Aristotelian Modalities (including Metaphysics 
Gamma). F. 2.15 

* Research Students’ Seminar.  (with Prof. 
Owen) King’s College. Aristotelian Modalities 
(including Metaphysics Gamma).Th. 2.15 

* (with Mr. Denyer) Free will. W. 2.15 

1979-1980 * Ethics, Politics, and Theory of Action. Tu. 
W. 9 

* Research Students’ Seminar. (with Dr. 
Tiles) Wittgenstein: Remarks on the 
Foundation of Mathematics. Th. 2.30-4 

* Descartes: Discourse on the Method. Tu. 9 (Four 
Lectures) 

* To be announced. Tu. Th. 9 

* Wittgentein’s Philosophy of Mind (seminar 
continued). Tu. 2.30-4 

* (with Prof. Owen) Aristotelian Modalities 
(continued). Th. 2.30 (King’s College) 

1980-1981 * Tu. W. 9 (Topic to be announced) * Plato: Euthyphro. Th. 11 

* Seminar (title to be announced). W. 2.30 

* Tu. W. 9 (To be announced) 
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* Research Students’ Seminar. Title to be 
announced. W. 2.30 

1981-1982 * Tu. W. 9 (Topic to be announced) 

 

* Research Students’ Seminar. Title to be 
announced. W. 2.15 

* Plato: Euthyphro. Tu. 9 

* (to be announced). W. 9 

* Research Students’ Seminar. Title to be 
announced. W. 2.15 

* Tu. W. 9 (To be announced) 

 

* Research Students’ Seminar. Title to be 
announced. W. 2.15 

1982-1983 * To be announced. Tu. W. 9 

* Research Students’ Seminar. To be 
announced. W. 2 

* To be announced. Tu. W. 9 

* Research Students’ Seminar. To be announced. 
W. 2 

* Intention and Action. M. W. 12 

 

1983-1984 * Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethics. W. Thu. 9 

* (The Stanton Lectures) Truth. Divinity 
School. F. 5  

  

1984-1985  * Locke and Wittgenstein. W. 10 

* Philosophy of Mind. W. 2.15 

 

* Philosophy of Mind. W. 2.15 

1985-1986 * To be announced. W. 2.15 * To be announced. Tu. Th. 10  
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LECTURES AT  

“PROGRAM IN HUMAN RIGHTS AND MEDICINE” 

(Directed by John M. Dolan, University of Minnessota) 

 
Monthly seminars 

 
1990: “Murder and the Morality of Euthanasia” 
1991: “Brain Death” 
1992: “Operation Rescue” (with Michael Gerrity)  
1993: “Practical Truth” 
1995: “Twenty Opinions Common Among Modern Anglo-American Philosophers” 
 

Public Lectures 
 
1988: “Lethal Transplants” 
1991:  “Must One Obey One's Conscience?” 


